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KATRISE STEWART, 17, loft, gets a high five from Erin Green, center, as Desiree Glover, right, looks o
during a self-esteem building dqu.WmWoHu sponsored hy: &pm county’s Wﬁﬁmﬁm@.@ﬁgmmor Unit.
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cial workers networ!

L.A. County employees are staying 850%& to juveniles on the -
street through Facebook, family ties and foot patrols.. |

% SANDY BANES

Three wmmwm
ago, Claudia
Jacqueline
Benjamin was
one of hun-
dredsofLos
Angeles
County foster
children who
‘preferred the
chaos of the streets tothe
security of a stranger’s
home,

Bhe'd gone into foster
careat 15, after afight at
school revealed problems at
the home where she lived
with her grandmother,

But when she stayed
away from her foster hotne

anotherin a neighborhood

“far away from her family in
Scouth Los Angeles. She
went onthe lam for three
weeks and landéd in juvenile
hail.

“After thai, Ijust kept
running away,” said Clau-
dia, now 18. She would live
onthe gireets for weeks at a,
time, sleeping in cars, at bus
stops, on sidewalks and
crashing on friends’ couch-
es.

Authorities moved her
through almost adozen

‘placements — group homes,
foster families, detention
facilities.

She felt restless, rootless
and angry, she said. The
teast littie thing would set
her off. “I was like, “They
don't care. BoI'll justleave.’
It was easy {o feel ne-
glected.”

But now she’s not worry-
ing about where she'll leep,
but about what she’s going
to study in college. A week
ago she moved into a stable,
comfortable foster home —
aplace she’d run away from
onee before. She appreci-

one night, she was movedto

ates it thistime.
What made the differ-

=2iice, Claudia told me, flash-

ing deep dimples and alittle
girl’s smile, was a social
worker willing to reach out
— and keep reaching untit
Claudiareached back.

Claudia’s storyls are-
flection of one of the most
vexing pronlems of the
‘county’s system offoster -
care:

The Department of
Children’s and Family Serv-
ices doesn't have enough
family foster homes for
parent-less adolescents.
Unhappy {eens who run
away become wards of the
Probation Depariment
hecause they're considered

. delinquents. The two agen-

-cles barely talkk to one an-
other, so those children
languish on the streets and
are often victimized hy
thieves,drug Qmmﬂmum and
pimps. ;

Fouryears ago, in the
wake of a scandal over hun-
dreds of unaccounted-for
children the foster care
agency agregd totryan
unconventional approach,
forming a small Runaway
Outreach Unit that relies
not on hauling kids in frotm
the streets, but building
trust to bring them back,

“The old way wasr’s
working,” said the unit’s
leader, social worker Eric
Ball, Since 2008, his team —
using Facebook, family
connections and foot pa-
trols —haslocated 1,500
rmissing youths and eased
500 into independent living
and out of foster care, he
said.

“The important thing is
to make contact and begin
to earn their trust,” Ball told
me Saturday, from a crowd-
ed downtown community
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= Ball Kiows; e was.g
" hard-headed ﬂmm._mmﬁ&oo

- mmn ﬂm.ocmr asystem wher

.no.#.m 0 mmwmomzmm hey
..znmm their sl

. m&mw from mmsm wmuﬁﬁmu

.. ,mﬁw _So&woc TE 3%

center, where his tear had . _..”.&wmﬂ _“Ebmm ooc.E Um.wu
gathered hundreds of their s—sxighs, ifonly they could get

teenage wards for a daylong - Umoﬁﬁoﬁ.mu_ she said, “By 18
noﬁmnmso.mcs wmmﬁg liv orl7, theyrealize, My - .
: ., loves her drugs
more than she loves e

" Ballsaid, “Nobody -
likes gEm told what ta.do.

Ll _.mog imes ﬂﬁ%c con-,

- tact me on Facebook; ‘Hey
Val, canyou fid mea place-.
| menit?’ They gét tired of

* HegrewupinSouth Los - i Scnw-mﬁ.mnm_ EEmE ﬁ:m
~ Angeles with & single mor o
" and spent time injuve R
‘hallfor stealing cars, e Aﬁmn.m what Qm:&m did :
foothall scholarship sent . “a few months ago —reached
 himoffto ﬁﬁ dEﬂmwmﬁQ of -- . out to Cacatian and said'she
Arizona. SRR “wastired Q.EﬂEdm the.”
" He mmwzmn Em master’ 7 gtreets, o
degree at Pepperdine Uni- = “.._<m:“oﬁ e, .H 353
versity, then'worked in - mo:bm force youtodo 303-
group homes and drug. hoing, H@cm aowwﬂﬁr me, Hﬁ
sireatment programs.’. L !
Nowhe works the streets
‘with six soctal workets, o gumwm Qm: méﬁ.ﬁmn no, .
reachingout to homeless - be'was close to her family. - o
. children tired of being shi; “Valgot & relationship with
my: mg.m:&um Ewcwcgma

- When Emﬁ &ni.. Soww
.out, “Val stayed for hoursi E e
‘herpffice, ﬁauumﬂo finda
Emom forme tolive,” .- .
s And g&mp Qm:&m Sm.m .
Hoow.ma uplast rirg, i
Fuvenile nmﬂmﬁsﬁ camp,:
she wagdelighted when .
Omamamﬂ mrosmn Eu wou m :

o ..4& imbﬂmm &o seeifl was. -
safe;if1was doing all right,”. .

E@ m.BEum 8 &mﬂ ,uoﬁ : mﬁm.mm,a. Smmu.n mqmb E.WH.

_derin Claudia's voice asshe
mwmwmmgmgmaog N
‘v I6's more than the onumu o’
-caseworker'to client, It's ﬁﬁ

““You stay intouch, so’

ay
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HNH mmuowﬂ.m Hﬁomwbg ma OP.S@ Nm@ Sow
.Em% nn& return m‘?mm ﬂrm mmmum mpo&ﬂ% i8

Aneed for st mwoﬁm

. wm A.Ao ﬁwm mamgmm BH. moo% ” OoEﬁE .bﬁm

: .Pm a §E§mﬂ. in H.;w Oocuq S Eqmﬁ:m nmwmsaos
system, Iagree with probation officer Kurt Reéller: :
. Canceling the sports program at, oma,w Hmmumﬁow ﬁ m
“heartbreaker.” Kids  desperately e n 8 cm nmﬂmg gﬁ
8 wmlog in real-tife situations:
: Ifthere {s noissue with Eoﬁ%. as ?m moﬁmq mm%m ”
gms what could: ﬁOmmEG be the reason for mumsacEmm a:
-program that iza praven suceess? Did Em 1.8, o
Department of Justice, which is EoEﬁozbm the no:b% m
E<mshm nos.mnﬁoﬁm mu‘m_“mE ‘gpecifically rule out sports?
- The Umvm&ﬁﬂmﬁ of Justice believes that, cmmmn on'
..mwﬁ&mm the best way to spénd $41millicn to redyee
H.mnHHSmE is t0 rebuild Kilpat#ek: aﬁgocﬂ its muogm
program: However, I don’'t think livirg in brand new >
cottages will matter if the taens. don't Jearn the real- life
lessonsthat competing fairly in sports ommmm NEumgow“
émﬂdm Em% muu up cmbw in ﬁwomm neﬁmmmm 42.% soon;-

: Hﬂ isa ngm gmﬂ gﬁw
m: ﬁ:m Eoumw émmga on

mﬁumﬂmgmm uE“ sinesit’:
hasnever dnmﬁ .nmE&ma._ n

i
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- Unlockthedata

2 F.\ [ \Tﬂ_\\
wmnm should disclose. iﬁ%mn....
undocumented i HBB@”%S are:
wo_m wommnw %mm R@ER& &

Om. bzmmnmm ..Ooqzﬂw Sheriff Lee
Baca has waged a long, tisguided-

about his, department’s co-
operation with Imimigration offi-

‘cials E.ﬁ the demographics of his jails, His -

justification for refusingto rélease the mate-
rial in résponse to a request under the Cali-
fornia Public Records Act comes down to
this: A federat contract, bﬁmaﬁﬁm any mnmnm
law requiring disclostite. :

. thedata.’

Bacs, mamn.mm 58 an mm.wmmﬁmdﬂ iﬂrﬂgm :

Department oﬂmOH&m.ﬂE Security to check
on the immigration status of jail inmates.

-But.that's a contraet, not a free pass thatal-

lows him to igriore state laws. Baca kriows

. this because a 'state judge said as much last -

- ‘year when he rebuffed the department's re-
quest to toss out a lawsuit brought by im-
migration. advocates, uoabm .that- Baea
failed to identify-any reason or exemption
that mﬁmam EB n.oE Em ocrmmﬁo:m under
gm law, ' i

effort to withhold information -

" dents facing the same, criminal charge,
~eording to the day laborers organization,

He's wrong. _Hﬁm mﬁmsn mw.oﬁn.w.mmm_ over.

\

.H,sm Zmaosﬁ Immigration Law Center

7. .and the National Day Laborer Organizing |

Network, which filed the lawsuit to obtain .
the information, are trying to determiine
how many illegal Immigrants were held i

the county jails between.2004 and 2011, for -,
what reéason and for what length oftime, Re-

leasing that information would pose ng |
- threat to public safety and intrude on no le-.,

gltimate privacy interests.

Moreover, preliminary data released by
thesheriff as part of the lawsuit suggest that
undocumented immigravits were held for an
average of 17 days longer than legal resi-
ac-

That's troublng given .egisting jail over-

“crowding, and that problem is likely to grow

worse urider AB 109, the state law that trans-
fers responsibility for riost newly convieted
notiviolent offenders from the state to the
county. An estimated 7,000 new inmates are

- expected to arrive i the noHEum yearaspart

of prison realigriment.

Whether the sherlif should be holding il-
legal immigrants at all isn't the issue, at
least in this lawsuit. Rather, the questions
are whether those undocumented immi-
grarts who are held spend far lorigerin cus-
tody than requiréd.and st what cost to tax-

 bayers, It’s tirne for Baca to release the iex .

cords that will help answer those questions.
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The Mus- |
tangs will
“‘aketothe -
fleld forthe -
firial time *
this 3: The

.Qﬁnﬁoﬂ Gang

“Kilpatrick's tearns play
inaregular high school
legguedgainst kids from

-gious schools..

‘suburban privateand umm.. .

g say they hope torestorethe:
R »mnozmﬁwomqmsﬂsmﬁg

1 | playoffs;thenlostits chance
|+ at.a championship because

T THeHew Kilpatrick

facility will beless like pris-

. ortand more therapeutic, its
institutional dormsand *

. classrooms replacedwith .|

Intimate cottages and colin-

seling centers, . B
. The “state-of-thé-art .
. rehabilitative compound,™

a8 county officials call it, will

eost $41 million and H.mevmﬂ
inthreeyears.:

- Ttswards willbe m.v.amma g
- dmorigithe county’s 13'other .

‘camps. Probation officials:

“His ﬂmmH.Emnm the state:

- { | ef apaperwork giitch. But. it

.| wonits leagte's Sports-
+ manship Award because o.m
: howwell the playergeon- -

ducted themselves game -
after game in the gym;-::

have gn impact that Hmmﬁ,m
when theirtime is done.
-“Oncethisprogramis |

- gone?Tt won't.come back.”
1 ,H.w.m% never do.”

: question of
wibhey, said Cal Remington,
deputy chiefoftheios . = ”
Angeles Counity probation
program. “Thatreally ,
wasn’'t part of the decision.”

. The'sports program doesn’t -

cost mueh; just equipment-
expenses ard smiall sti-
-pends for coaches. S
 Butbecause of its history:
offailing kids, the county’s

:2 7 juvenile corrections systein :
~'is beitig monitored by the

U.8, Department of Jistica,
That theans old-school - |
‘character building throtgh
portsis out, and “evidende-
hased integrated SmﬁEmﬁ
rograms” arein. . .
<A system that :mm nmzma
fordecadesonmanhan-
diingand medicating its
.nbm.ﬁmm isnow H.meE.mn to. .

simply nommﬁm.ﬂ damagein "
along-overdue eampaigrito;
Bmwm ﬁwm uﬂ.c:Emn E.ocm.

;6 nmuu@mmsﬁ ﬁmmnmmﬁ.m
needs.: v
" “Ifwe can get EmE 3

; think in a'more positive
_ logical manrier, inthe lohg

runthey'llmake better:....
decisiong and won't get-

. m.:. . themselvesintrouble -
<o | "A lotof s came here for .
L0 LY the charice to coach,” Keller-.
BRI, “safd; “Ti's a waytogetclose;..’
_togettoknowthe kids to -

again,” Remington said. -

But ear’t a sports pro--
gram teach thoselessons,
too? Abad attitude can.get
& player beniched; a bad
choice canget him %ovvma
fromtheteam. -

Sports has plenty wo oqm_.
ﬁmﬁqma kids. mﬁs proba-



“tion honehos agree. “We -
certainly see the valuein -
discipline, inlearning tobes
“team member,” wmuabm&ob
‘said. “But noone has stud-.-
ied the sportsprogram”to -

" quartify its uﬁumoﬁ on nmub. :

-quentkids: -

IS maybeit’s _UEE gm%
did — hefore they turn ﬁwmw,
camps into sports-free -~

" zones on the niisguided
notion that athleties don’t
cotnt and only “therapeu-
tic” things Emwm a Qﬁmﬁ.. :
enee, .

- J’s common mmumm ?.mﬂ
+eenage boys hieed an osﬂmﬁ
" fortheirenergy; & placeto:

_ghitie, a mandatéto aooﬁmw- :
- team,

.. ate,achance to see their::
" teammatesas aoua.mamw
not gang rivels.:

The lessons am.Bv thera-:

pistsaimto teasch ~ Identi-
fying strengths and weak-

nesses, setting and reaching
goals, Hmmﬁmbmdo saynotoa’:

short-term indulgence for
_the better long-term rews
— are lessons teams leain

- throughhours’ omﬁwmnaom E

the gym or ontle field.:
“The ﬁnoumsow %umﬁ- 8
~menthas made amess ofits.
calling over the years; mired.
.<in seandals and mbommsosm
~of abuse, accused of doing:
nothingbut émamwocmﬁm :
- ldds.
Thig turn; ﬁoﬂm&. ﬁ.mw?
ment is admirable, but the:
one-size- mﬁm.mh mﬁwnomns
wms,ﬁ S
I's nwm mmEm moa of
single-minded focus ﬂwmq
~hamstrung L.A, Unified

‘schools; where the preoceti-

" “pation with high-stakes
testing has indeed improved
academic performance. But:

inthe process, it'ssqueezed

* putother choices—art,
musie, vocational programs

i Iﬂrmﬂwmam Ummsmﬂmmmbm
. ﬁﬁwﬂdm@%ﬁ% S

The boys mmams& to. :

- county camps are wmmﬂEm. :

. the-watercriminals, Borhe

.._oowm need therapy, some

: need mentors, sonie Smmn

E wcsﬁ:ﬂmﬁ and some
“might just need time ta’

.. growup, ‘All ofthem deserve ..
riachanceto E.masom ﬂ&mw

" they're learning.

“When oﬁ.wim aoEUmnm

."thiey see real world expeti-
7w ences,” said probation su-.
. i umgmoﬁ. Glenn Williams. -

. Consider aTecent soecer -
- gamein which “the refs wete

L clearly blased,” ' he-said. :

Every call went mm&bmﬂ Em

S*our Emm msowmn it cP

: ﬁoow it like men,” he said. “It

‘was alife lesson: Pecple are

" moEn tojudge you. Just do

- your best; put one fobtin -,
- front of the other mua Wmmv

: ongoing forward.

_ That's something you -

can mgqﬁo an algebraclass:

ortalkabout ina therapy

- sesgion, Butits power grows

when it’s practiced in'public.
“The sports programsat:.

i E.ovmﬁos campsought to-
: i be expanded, niot scrapped.
- And not just because they. -
create heroes — former N m.h '
- star Keyshawn Ji ohnsonis..
+ - ghe:Orbecause they've
. steered a handful om wﬂEmSm

intacollege. -
“If's toughto Emmmﬁm

the good things,” said Keller,
- the basketball coach. “They:
.+ talk about recidivism and all
-/ that. But just to'be out’ :
- there, working with one
- -gnothet, wmvﬁmmmngm thein-
i selves ard our programina
positive way.... That oosﬁm

fora Eﬁ tous.”

mma.% dmanm@mgmmm com.
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